Government Statistics Can’t Be Trusted
It is an absolute fact that statistics from the Government just cannot be trusted.  Statistics content, manipulation and creation are cloudy attempts to always present something as good or bad to benefit (surprise, surprise) the government.

The government is obviously ‘the folks who’s primary job in government is to get re-elected’ and/or to keep their jobs without regard to the cost to the public.
Unemployment Statistics are comprised of a survey developed by collecting estimated data from County and State records for people ‘looking’ for work.  In Indiana, that involves adding up estimates from 92 Counties and the State of Indiana.  Add those numbers to the other states and viola; you have the all important Unemployment number for the month.  Typically, 3 months later, the actual figure becomes available, but no one is interested and it is seldom ever  published.  It is interesting to note that April 2011 unemployment rose to 9.0% while job creation was the best it has been in many months … thereby proving that the methodology is without merit, and has been for many years.
Inflation is measured by the Consumer Price Index.  The numbers are less valuable as the country further shifts from a manufacturing to a service economy.

Inflation is also measured by basing the number on a ‘fixed basket of goods’.  The basket has been and will be modified over the years.  Substitution effects are then added in to ‘control’ the number.  In other words, if a bottle of Heinz Ketchup goes up 10% and you switch to No Brand Ketchup for the same price as Heinz was, there is no inflation.  If the price of prime beef goes up and you switch to choice beef, there is no inflation.  If you switch to select beef, no inflaction.  If you switch to standard beef, no inflation.  A portion of inflation is also offset by the belief that a product purchased today is an improvement over the same product purchased yesterday and then calculating the difference and backing that difference out of the inflation factor.  These numbers lie, as you well know.
GDP or Gross Domestic Product and GDI or Gross Domestic Income should be exactly equal, but they are not.  GDP includes imputed growth which includes things you think are free but have a value, not withstanding the fact that ‘free’ is always priced into the product.  Imputed value includes things like free checking, the difference between regular and sale price on products, coupons for food and products and even homeowners that are calculated to have rental income even though they are not renting out the property.  Rebuilding costs for disasters are included even though many of those costs are covered by insurance expenditures.
The Feds state that the housing assist program (HAMP) has saved over a million homes from foreclosure … reality is that less than 400,000 properties have gone through the program and nearly half have already moved into the foreclosure stage.
Retail Sales numbers are numbers of dollars, not numbers of items.  If the CPI goes up and the retailers sell exactly the same number of products for higher prices, the Retail Sales Index goes up … everyone applauds … stores close.
The Deficit numbers reflect the net after including positive balances in Social Security.  This has worked quite well over the years.  However; as the balances in Social Security fall into negative territory, the Deficit will increase more rapidly.  (At that point which will occur very soon, the Government will probably remove Social Security from the calculation.)
You can’t really trust the Government’s numbers (like this is a revelation!).  This is genuine under the table political corruption.  The amazing fact with these numbers is that knowledgeable corporations and investors allow these numbers to swing their investments in the stock markets and make determinations as to stabilizing or increasing growth, including job growth.  The Feds control Social Security payouts by holding the CPI (COLA) down in the face of everything that is going up, up and almost away from everyone’s reach.   The labor unions have not really considered COLA’s for years.
